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What we’ll go over today

• Census of Ag Overview

• 2012 Census of Agriculture highlights

• Data, data, data

• USDA, NASS
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History

The first Census of Agriculture was 

conducted in 1840 in 26 states and the 

District of Columbia.
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177 Years Later

NASS conducts the Census of Agriculture in:

• all 50 states

• Puerto Rico

• Guam

• U.S. Virgin Islands

• Commonwealth of Northern Mariana Islands 

• American Samoa

That’s data for more than 3,000 U.S. counties.
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Census of Agriculture

A complete count, taken every five years, 

of America’s farms and ranches and 

the people who operate them.
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Census of Agriculture

• The most complete agricultural data available. 

• The only source of uniform, comprehensive and impartial   

agricultural data for every county in the nation.

• Information on land use and ownership, operator       

characteristics and demographics, production practices, income 

and expenditures, and more.
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Farm Defined

Any place from which at least $1,000 of 

agricultural products were produced 

and sold, or normally would have been sold, 

during the census year.
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YOUR VOICE
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Your Voice

• By participating in the Census of Agriculture, you help show the 
nation the value and importance of U.S. agriculture.

• This is your opportunity to tell how American agriculture provides 
food, fuel, and fiber to the world. 

• By responding to the census, you have the power to influence 
decisions that will shape American agriculture for years to come, 
including:

- transportation and marketing locations

- farm services, programs, and policies

- production practices and new technologies
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YOUR FUTURE
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Your Future

• By responding to the Census of Agriculture, you have a 
positive impact on the future of your operation and your 
community.

• The Census of Agriculture provides valuable information 
that will be used to plan the future, including:

- community planning

- farm succession planning

- store/company locations

- availability of operational loans and other funding

- federal budget support for agriculture
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YOUR 

OPPORTUNITY
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Your Opportunity

• Your response to the Census of Agriculture makes a 
difference!

• To ensure that the best tools and reports are available, we 

need accurate information from ALL farmers and ranchers 

no matter how large or small your operation.

• Respond early and avoid follow-up contacts.

• Your response is required and protected by federal law.
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There’s strength in 

numbers

BE

COUNTED

Go to 

www.agcensus.usda.gov 

and sign up today!
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Dates to Remember

June 30, 2017: 

Sign-up period ends

December 2017:

Census mail out 

February 5, 2018: 

Census deadline

February 2019: 

Census data available
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Responding to the Census

• You are highly encouraged to complete the Census of 

Agriculture online at www.agcensus.usda.gov. New and 

improved this year, the online form is convenient and 

dynamic – you can access it on any electronic device. It’s 

user-friendly, calculates totals automatically and skips 

questions that do not pertain to your operation. This new 

online form saves time and effort.  

• Alternatively, you may also respond by mail. 



United States Department of Agriculture

National Agricultural Statistics Service

United States Department of Agriculture

National Agricultural Statistics Service
www.agcensus.usda.gov

2012 Census of Agriculture

• Let’s take a look at some of the highlights

- But first, a change from prior reports to consider
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2012 Census of Agriculture

STATISTICAL SIGNIFICANCE

• In the slides that follow, you will see an asterisk (*) 
next to every item that is a statistically significant 
change from the 2007 Census to the 2012 Census.

• For this report, the measure of statistical significance 
is the difference between the two censuses of two or 
more standard errors.
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2012 Census of Agriculture

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%
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2012 Census of Agriculture
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* Indicates significant 
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2012 Census of Agriculture

FARM OWNERSHIP

2007 
Percent 

of all
farms

2012 
Percent 

of all
farms

2007 
Percent 

of all 
land in 
farms

2012 
Percent 

of all 
land in 
farms

2007 
Average 

size 
(acres)

2012 
Average 

size (acres)

2007 
Average 

sales 
(dollars)

2012 
Average 

sales 
(dollars)

Full 
Owners 69.0 67.7 37.3 36.8 226 235 76,630 98,984

Part 
Owners 24.6 25.3 53.8 53.7 915 922 273,130 393,577

Tenants 6.4 7.0 8.9 9.5 582 588 231,187 293,858
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•
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LAND USE PRACTICES 2012

Farms Acres (millions)

Conventional Tillage 405,692 105.7

No-Till 278,290 96.5

Conservation Tillage 195,738 76.6

Tiling 217,931 48.6

Drainage Ditches 216,314 42.2

Cover Crop 133,124 10.3

Conservation  Easement 76,441 13.2
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2012 TOP 10 COUNTIES

2007 Value of 
Sales  (in $000s)

2012 Value of 
Sales  (in $000s)

Fresno County, CA 3,730,546 Fresno County, CA 4,973,041

Tulare County, CA 3,335,014 Tulare County, CA 4,017,073

Kern County, CA 3,204,147 Kern County, CA 3,998,990

Merced County, CA 2,330,408 Monterey County, CA 2,979,735

Monterey County, CA 2,178,470 Merced County, CA 2,967,523

Stanislaus, CA 1,820,564 San Joaquin, CA 2,250,158

San Joaquin, CA 1,564,354 Stanislaus, CA 2,228,135

Weld, CO 1,539,072 Imperial, CA 1,888,639

Kings, CA 1,358,410 Weld, CO 1,860,718

Ventura, CA 1,316,315 Kings, CA 1,829,236
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Less than $1,000*

$1,000 to $9,999

$10,000 to $49,999

$50,000 to $99,999

$100,000 to $249,999

$250,000 to $499,999

$500,000 to $999,999*

$1,000,000 to $2,499,999*

$2,500,000 to $4,999,999*

$5,000,000 or more*
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 -  20,000,000  40,000,000  60,000,000  80,000,000

Tobacco*

Sorghum*

Rice*

Other grains and oilseeds*

Cotton*

Nursery/greenhouse*

Wheat*

Other crops and hay*

Vegetables, melons and potatoes*

Fruits, tree nuts, and berries*

Soybeans*

Corn*

Thousands of dollars

Value of Sales by Crop Commodity

Census 2012

Census 2007
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 -  20,000,000  40,000,000  60,000,000  80,000,000  100,000,000

Sheep and goats

Other animals

Aquaculture

Hogs and pigs*

Milk*

Poultry and eggs*

Cattle and calves*

Thousands of dollars

Value of Sales by Livestock Commodity

Census 2012

Census 2007
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2012 Census of Agriculture

INCOME and EXPENSES

2007
(billions $)

2012
(billions $)

% 
Change  

2012 Coefficient 
of Variation (%)

Total Value of Agricultural 
Products Sold * $297.2 $394.6 32.8 2.1

Government Payments 
Received 8.0 8.1 0.9 1.0

Farm Related Income* 10.5 18.5 76.6 1.1

Production Expenses* 241.1 328.9 36.4 1.9

Net Cash Farm Income* 74.6 92.3 23.7 2.8
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2012 Census of Agriculture

AVERAGE INCOME and EXPENSES

2007 
(dollars)

2012 
(dollars)

% 
Change  

2012 Coefficient 
of Variation (%)

Average Value of 
Agricultural Products 
Sold * 134,807 187,097 38.8 2.0

Average Government
Payments Received 9,523 9,925 4.2 0.7

Average Farm Related 
Income* 15,133 22,840 50.9 0.9

Average Production 
Expenses* 109,359 155,974 42.6 1.8
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TOP 10 PRODUCTION EXPENSES

2007 
($billions)

2012 
($billions)

% 
Change  

2012 Coefficient 
of Variation (%)

Total Production Expenses* 241.1 328.9 36.4 1.9

Feed* 49.1 75.7 54.2 2.5

Non-breeding livestock 34.4 37.2 8.0 6.3

Fertilizer* 18.1 28.5 57.6 0.9

Hired labor* 21.9 27.0 23.4 1.5

Cash rent* 13.3 21.0 58.2 1.6

All other expenses* 17.1 20.5 19.8 1.6

Seeds* 11.7 19.5 66.0 0.7

Supplies and repairs* 15.9 18.9 18.7 0.8

Gasoline, fuels and oils* 12.9 16.6 28.4 0.8

Chemicals* 10.1 16.5 63.4 0.9
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PRINCIPAL OPERATOR 
CHARACTERISTICS OF FARMS WITH 
ORGANIC SALES

Organic farms All farms

Average age 53.4 58.3

Average years on farm 18.0 22.8

Sex is female 18% 14%

Occupation is farming 69% 48%
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ALL OPERATORS, 2012 AND 2007

2007 2012 % Change

2012 
Coefficient 
of Variation

(%)

All operators 3,281,534 3,180,074 -3.1 1.7

Average age* 54.9 56.3 2.6 0.2

All female operators 985,192 969,672 -1.6 2.3

Average age* 54.0 55.6 2.9 0.3

Principal Operators* 2,204,792 2,109,303 -4.3 1.6

Average age* 57.1 58.3 2.1 0.3

Second Operators 931,670 928,151 -0.4 1.9

Average age* 51.4 53.4 3.9 0.2

Third Operators 145,072 142,620 -1.7 1.5

Average age* 44.6 46.0 3.1 0.1
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PERCENT OF TOTAL YEARS ON FARM BY 
AGE OF PRINCIPAL OPERATOR

2007 Less than 10 
years on farm  (%)

2012 Less than 10 
years on farm  (%)

Less than 25 years old 2.0% 2.3%

25 to 34 13.5% 17.1%

35 to 44 21.6% 19.7%

45 to 54 29.0% 25.1%

55 to 64 22.0% 22.2%

65 and older 11.9% 13.5%
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THE AVERAGE FARM

2007 2012

Land in farms 418 acres 434 acres

Sales $134,807 $187,097

Government Payments $9,523 $9,925

Age 57.1 58.3

Years on Operation 21.6 22.8

Years Farming N/A 25.0
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THE AVERAGE FARM BY PRIMARY 
OCCUPATION 2012

Farming Other

Land in farms 674 acres 214 acres

Sales $340,421 $46,789

Government Payments $13,546 $5,213

Age 60.2 56.6

Years on Operation 26.1 19.7

Years Farming 28.6 21.6
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Census Data

• Census data are available:

• Online at www.agcensus.usda.gov

• Through your local NASS field office

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/
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Census Data
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Census Data
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Census Data
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Census Data
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For more information

Visit www.agcensus.usda.gov

Follow @USDA_NASS on Twitter

Call (916) 498-5161

Email nassrfopcr@nass.usda.gov

Chris Messer

chris.messer@nass.usda.gov

mailto:nassrfopcr@nass.usda.gov

