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California Unemployment Rate Trends
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• California’s unemployment rate increased by 0.1 percentage point to 4.8 percent in October 2023, following a 
similar increase in September. The rate had held steady at 4.6 percent in June through August. The state’s 
unemployment rate has risen 1.0 percentage point since falling to a record low of 3.8 percent in July and August 
2022. Most of this increase occurred over the eight-month period from August 2022 through April 2023 when 
the rate rose by 0.7 percentage point. The rate has crept at a slower pace since then, increasing by 0.3 
percentage point over the six-month period from April 2023 through October 2023.

• On a year-over basis, California’s unemployment rate rose 0.7 percentage point in October.
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Three-Year Trend

October 2023; Seasonally Adjusted Data
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Trends Impacting the Uptick in the Unemployment Rate
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California Civilian Unemployment Trends
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• The number of unemployed Californians rose by 17,000 persons to 931,000 in October 2023. This 

was the state’s third consecutive unemployment increase, with the increase over the period totaling 

46,000 persons. Since falling to a nearly 34-year low of 724,000 persons in August 2022, civilian 

unemployment in Californian has now risen by 207,000 persons. Year-to-date in 2023, the number 

of unemployed Californians has risen by 141,000 persons, increasing in nine out of the 10 months 

of the year.
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California Civilian Unemployment
Three-Year Trend

October 2023; Seasonally Adjusted Data
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Number of Unemployed Per Job Opening
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California Civilian Employment Trends
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• The number of employed Californians fell by 29,000 persons to 18,442,000 in October 2023. This was the 
state’s fourth consecutive employment loss, with the decrease over the period totaling 112,000 persons. 
Factors associated with the labor force estimation model and how it functions appear to have magnified 
the losses of recent months, if by an indeterminate amount. 
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California Labor Force Participation Rate Trends
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• California’s  labor force participation rate (LFPR) held steady at 62.3 percent in October 2023. Year-over, it 
increased by 0.3 percentage point. 
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Trends Impacting Labor Force Participation Rates
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California’s Long-Term Unemployed
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Long-Term Unemployed Persons

44.5 Percent of All Unemployed Persons 
(Sept. 2021)

183,400
Long-Term Unemployed Persons

21.1 Percent of All Unemployed Persons
(Oct. 2023)

0

100,000

200,000

300,000

400,000

500,000

600,000

700,000

800,000

Jan-20 Jul-20 Jan-21 Jul-21 Jan-22 Jul-22 Jan-23 Jul-23

N
u

m
b

e
r 

o
f 

Lo
n

g-
Te

rm
 U

n
e

m
p

lo
ye

d
 P

e
rs

o
n

s 
(1

2
 m

o
n

th
 m

o
vi

n
g 

av
g.

)

California Number of Long-Term Unemployed
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey of Households



California Total Nonfarm Employment Trends
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• California added 40,200 nonfarm jobs in October 2023, boosting total nonfarm employment in the state to 
18,154,900 jobs. This was the state’s largest job gain since April 2023, and broke a string of four consecutive 
months with below trend job gains. California’s job gains often come in comparatively large, one-month 
bunches such as occurred in October. Further brightening the picture, September nonfarm payrolls were 
revised upwards 5,700 jobs, boosting that month’s job gain to 14,400 jobs. 

• Taken together, October’s job gain and September’s upward revisions data reaffirm that the state’s jobs 
expansion remains on track. 
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Three-Year Trend

October 2023; Seasonally Adjusted Data
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Tracking California’s Industry Sector 
Recovery as of October 2023

As of October 2023, California had recovered 
all of the 2.7 million jobs it lost over the 
course of the pandemic –driven shutdown. 

Since April 2020, the leisure and hospitality; 
private education and health services; and 
trade, transportation, and utilities industry 
sectors added over 500,000 jobs. 
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California Tourism Trends
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California Workforce Trends by Gender
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California Workforce Trends by Gender
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California Workforce Trends: Veterans
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California Workforce Trends: Persons With Disabilities
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Foreign Born Workforce Trends
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High-Tech Battery Manufacturing Trends in California

Battery Manufacturing Trends in CA

• This industry comprises 
establishments primarily engaged 
in manufacturing primary and 
storage batteries.

• The Salton Sea that is in Riverside 
and Imperial County is the focus 
of lithium extraction in the state. 

• California poised to be a global 
hub for battery production, 
essential to the worldwide 
transition to zero-emission 
vehicles.
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High-Tech Battery Manufacturing Trends in California
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