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Summary “This report represents the first study of the U.S. clean economy to provide timely information 

that is both comprehensive enough in its scope and detailed enough in its categorization to 
inform national, state, and regional leaders on the dynamics of the U.S. low-carbon and 
environmental goods and services “super-sector” as they are transpiring in regions and 
metropolitan areas. This information is then employed in a discussion of how the nation, the 
states, and localities and regions might address a number of key policy problems that may be 
slowing the growth of the clean economy.” 

Key Findings • “The clean economy, which employs some 2.7 million workers, encompasses a 
significant number of jobs in establishments spread across a diverse group of 
industries. 

• The clean economy grew more slowly in aggregate than the national economy 
between 2003 and 2010 but newer “cleantech” segments far outperformed the nation 
during the period, as did the clean economy overall during the recession. 

• The clean economy offers more opportunities and better pay for low-skilled workers 
than the national economy as a whole. 

• Among regions, the South has the largest number of clean economy jobs though the 
West has the largest share relative to its population. 

• Most of the country’s clean economy jobs and recent growth concentrate within the 
largest metropolitan areas. 

• Policy gaps and uncertainties currently weaken the U.S. clean economy market.” 
Additional key findings can be found throughout the report. 

Recommendations  • In order to support the clean economy sector policies need to be established that 
promote demand, forms a vibrant domestic market, ensures financial availability, and 
encourages innovation. 

• A stronger market demand for clean economy goods and services needs to be 
created. 

• A National Clean Energy Standard (CES) needs to be established. 
• Establish reforms for the electricity market. 
• Green building policies and ordinances need to be passed by local governments. 
• The regional clean economy workforce development should be improved. 

Additional recommendations can be found throughout the report. 
Definition of “Green” “The ’green’ or ‘clean’ or low-carbon economy—defined as the sector of the economy that 

produces goods and services with an environmental benefit.” 
Methodology Literature Research 
Data Sources Cited • Brookings-Battelle Clean Economy Database 

• Innovation Meets Demonstration: A Prospectus for Catalyzing Growth in the Puget 
Sound’s Energy Efficiency Cluster” (Brookings Institution, 2011)  

Additional data sources cited can be found throughout the report 
Report Geography United States 
Green Occupations 
Cited 

• Architects 
• Engineers 
• Scientists 

Additional occupations may be found throughout the report. 
Green Industries Cited • Construction 

• Energy 
• Manufacturing 
• Transportation  

Additional industries may be listed throughout the report. 
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