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Summary This research brief, written by Jennifer Cleary and Allison Kopicki in February 2009, gives an
overview of the creation of green jobs based on literature research and interviews. The brief
discusses how the move towards a green economy will have a positive impact on the green
job market. The conclusion states that it is necessary to create “strategies for building
competitive, flexible workforce systems that can respond to emerging employer needs” in
order to take advantage of the many green jobs that will be available in the near future.

Key Findings See recommendations

Recommendations

The conclusion offers three main recommendations to improve the green jobs workforce
sector:
1. Putthe education and training emphasis on obtaining credentials in the green
industry.
2. Be aware of changes affecting key drivers of green employment growth, such as
those in technology, public policy, and the economy.
3. Create a “green jobs talent network” to coordinate training and education with
developments in the green industry.

Definition of
“Green”

“Green jobs can be broadly defined as jobs that involve protecting wildlife or ecosystems,
reducing pollution or waste, or reducing energy usage and lowering carbon emissions.”

Methodology

Interview, literature research
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