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Summary The report examines innovation in California’s green economy by concentrating on “how
much innovation is occurring in the green economy, and how it takes place on a regional
scale.”

Key Findings ¢ “Leaders in cleantech innovation are Silicon Valley and San Diego.”

o “Overall leaders of California’s green economy are Los Angeles and the East Bay.”

¢ “Majority of cleantech innovation and green economy jobs are located in Los Angeles, East
Bay, San Diego, and Orange County.”

¢ “Innovation also takes place within traditional businesses due to the adaptations that are
required to meet environmental compliance.”

Additional findings can be found in Chapter 5 section 5.8 pp. 87 to 90

Recommendations

¢ “Innovation policies should focus on regulation and standards, business incentives, market
building, and networking to help support a green economy.”

¢ “Local governments should become more proactive in cleantech innovation and green
economy growth.”

e “The State needs to remain active in future cleantech innovation and green economy
growth.”

Definition of
“Green”

“Green economy consists of economic activity that reduces energy use and/or improves
environmental quality. It includes the four principal sectors of the clean energy economy:
renewable energy and alternative fuels (e.g. solar, wind, geothermal, biofuels); green building
and energy efficiency technology; energy efficient infrastructure and transportation; and
recycling and waste-to-energy. But the green economy is not just about the ability to produce
clean energy, but also the growing market for products that consume less energy, from
fluorescent light bulbs to organic and locally produced food. It also encompasses economic
sectors that improve the environment, for instance toxic site remediation or design of more
compact cities.”

Methodology

7,286 Surveys sent out. 98 Interviews.
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Report Geography

California — Los Angeles County, Silicon Valley, East Bay, San Diego County, Orange
County, San Francisco-San Mateo-Marin, Sacramento-Arden-Arcade-Roseville, Inland
Empire (Riverside-San Bernardino), Santa Barbara-Santa Maria-Goleta, Oxnard-Thousand
Oaks-Ventura, Bakersfield, Visalia-Porterville, Santa Rosa-Petaluma, Upper San Joaquin,
Fresno, Santa Cruz-Watsonville, Vallejo-Fairfield, San Luis Obispo-Paso Robles, Chico,
Salinas, Napa, Eureka-Arcata-Fortuna, Redding, Truckee-Grass Valley, Yuba City-Marysville,
El Centro, Madera, Red Bluff , Clearlake, Phoenix Lake-Cedar Ridge, Bishop, Hanford-
Corcoran, Crescent City North, Ukiah.

Green Occupations
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e Green Building Installers
e Photovoltaic Installers

e Recycler

e Solar Panel Installers

Green Industries
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Agriculture
o Architecture, Engineering and Design
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Solar Manufacturing
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wind
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