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Summary This report presents regional detail on green job levels for Michigan from a 2009 employer 

survey.  (For the statewide results, see the publication “Michigan Green Jobs Report 2009”).  
The regional report contrasts five Michigan regions in the distribution of green jobs by industry 
and occupation.  It also examines information for each region on employer expectations for 
green job growth, unique skills for green jobs, expected recruiting difficulties for green 
occupations, and green job training. 

Key Findings • Green jobs accounted for about 2-4 percent of total private jobs across Michigan 
regions. 

• The auto industry is a significant source of green jobs in several Michigan regions, and 
particularly in Southeast Michigan. 

• Concentrations of green jobs can be identified in each region, such as Renewable 
Energy jobs in Mid-Michigan, Natural Resource positions in Northern Michigan, Energy 
Efficiency jobs in Southwest Michigan, Environmental Cleanup jobs in West Michigan, 
and jobs in Clean Transportation and Fuels in Southeast Michigan. 

• Green jobs by occupation differ across regions, but Engineering, Construction, 
Production, and Installation and Repair occupations were reported as “green” by 
employers in all regions. 

Recommendations  N/A 
Definition of 
“Green” 

Green jobs were defined as “jobs directly or indirectly involved in generating a firm’s green-
related products or services”.  The state’s green economy was defined as comprised of those 
industries that provide products and services in five broad areas: Agriculture and Natural 
Resources; Clean Transportation and Fuels; Increased Energy Efficiency; Pollution Prevention 
or Environmental Cleanup; and Renewable Energy Production. 

Methodology Report presents results of a survey of Michigan employers on the number and characteristics of 
green jobs. 

Data Sources Cited • Green job survey results 
• Local Area Unemployment Statistics 
• Quarterly Census of Employment & Wages 
• U.S. Census Bureau  

Report Geography Michigan and five state regions (Southeast Michigan, Southwest Michigan, West Michigan, Mid-
Michigan, Northern Michigan) 

Green Occupations 
Cited 

The report summarizes the primary green occupations in Michigan by 2-digit Standard 
Occupational Code: 

• Architecture & Engineering 
• Construction 
• Production 

These occupations provided the top number of jobs in many regions. Additional occupations 
may be found throughout the report. 

Green Industries 
Cited 

The report summarizes the primary green industries in Michigan by 3-digit NAICS:  
• Professional & Technical Services 
• Specialty Trade Contractors  
• Transportation Equipment Manufacturing 

These were among the industries providing the highest number of regional green jobs. Additional 
industries may be found throughout the report. 
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