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illustrates these advantages as an underutilized method of green job creation, climate change 
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Key Findings Economic models estimate 26,600 jobs are created for every billion dollars of freight rail capital 
investment; 7,800 being green jobs. The rail industry has nearly doubled the amount of goods 
shipped while fuel consumption over the past three decades remains stable, and creates a fraction 
of the pollution of other transport modes. Rail investment will generate green jobs with a potential 
economic output of $3.00 for every $1.00 that is invested. 

Recommendations  Tax credits for rail capital investments.  A renewal of the expired short line tax credit for short line 
and regional railroads.  Development of public-private partnerships between freight 
railroads and passenger rail.  Ensure policy promotes quality, and homegrown employment 
opportunities.   

Definition of 
“Green” 

“Green jobs are those jobs which help achieve goals to reduce climate impact, save energy, 
encompass waste reduction and recycling, conserve water, lower carbon pollution, produce 
renewable energy, recycle resources and goods, and remediate environmental problems.” 
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