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Summary This Research Partnership report from October 27, 2007, focuses on green technology and its 

potential influence on the workforce.  The report, presented in PowerPoint, discusses the green 
building and energy technology sectors, focusing on the firms within the sectors, occupations within 
the firms, and what companies exist in Los Angeles (LA) and Orange County.  The workforce 
challenges and skill deficiencies of public sector and utilities sector employers and employees are also 
presented.   
The last portion of the report presents results from a survey of employers.  The survey asked each 
employer to indicate whether they expected to be drastically undersupplied, moderately 
undersupplied, or satisfied with the number of skilled workers available to fill their new positions in the 
future.  The results show that there is going to be green job growth, but that it is going to be 
increasingly difficult to find skilled workers to fill these positions.    

Key Findings • Legislation is a key factor in improving the environment. 
• Increasing prices in oil, transportation, and buildings, in addition to advances in technology 

are a further incentive to find different options.  
• Water and wastewater are the industries that expect to have the hardest time finding skilled 

workers to fill job openings in the future.  
• “In LA, green construction firms make up about 28% of the industry.” 
• “Green construction firms expect to increase employment at more than twice the rate of all 

other construction firms.”  
• A survey of green job employers showed that green job growth is expected until 2014.  The 

results also showed that employers expect to have difficulty hiring skilled workers to fill these 
positions. 
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