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Summary

This report was written to assist with the assessment and analysis of the measures that can
be taken to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, as well as the feasibility and costs of
meeting the targets. The report looked at costs and potential for reducing green house gases
in the transportation and cement industries, as well as methane and carbon dioxide
emissions from the forestry and agriculture sectors - gases with high global warming
potential(GWP). The definition of a GWP for a particular greenhouse gas is the ratio of heat
trapped by one unit mass of the greenhouse gas to that of one unit mass of CO2 over a
specified time period.

Contains a summary of technical data including charts that provide an overview of each
sector studied and the potential for GHG reduction. Includes a table of Strategies Already
Underway in California by various state agencies.

Key Findings

Reductions studied within the agriculture/forestry, cement, methane, transportation and high
GWP sectors combined with measures already attained can achieve 88% of the 2010 target
an 86% of the 2020 target. The Center did not look at the potential for cost effective
reductions form the electricity and petroleum refining sectors. These sectors are expected to
contribute to the cost savings as well.

It is expected that the 2010 and 2020 target for a reduction in GHG (greenhouse gas)
emissions to 2000 levels can be achieved at no cost to consumers by applying the financial
benefits of the vehicle standards and the energy efficiency standards towards the cost of
implementation. Carbon reductions that meet Governor Schwarznegger's targets can be
achieved at no net cost to consumers and likely at a net benefit.00

Recommendations

Study additional reduction strategies related to reductions in the power and refining sectors in
order to identify cost-effective options for meeting the shortfalls identified in meeting the 2010
and 2020 goals.

Definition of
“Green”

N/A

Methodology

The Center for Clean Air Policy work was combined with a series of sector specific GHG
(greenhouse gas) mitigation analyses conducted by ICF Consulting for the California Energy
Commission's Public Interest Energy Research program.
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