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Summary More environmentally conscious occupations can be found throughout the country and by
some has been labeled the clean energy economy. Both national and statewide, governments
are implementing policies and significant incentives to encourage private and public sector
employers to develop new technologies, infrastructure and processes for clean energy,
efficiency and conservation.” Pew will be conducting follow up research to see which of the
methods (policies, standards, incentives...) are more effective in “generating jobs, businesses
and investments in the clean energy economy.”

Key Findings Original analysis that shows the clean energy economy is growing to become an important

aspect of America’s economy. Each state is involved in it currently.

The number of jobs in the emerging clean energy economy, between 1998 and 2007, grew by
9.1 percent; overall job growth for the same time period was 3.7 percent. The rate of
Investments in clean energy projects is also higher than the rate for other industries.

The categories of the clean energy economy should remain constant, while the occupations
and businesses may vary. The first three categories are expected to have the most rapid
growth. Currently about 65 percent of clean energy economy jobs are in the fourth category.

1. Clean Energy

2. Energy Efficiency

3. Environmentally Friendly Production

4. Conservation and Pollution Mitigation

5. Training and Support

Recommendations

The clean energy economy is fairly new, but it is growing and should be expected to be a
“vital component of America’s economic landscape.”

If policy makers are not actively participating and acting quickly, their states could “lose
opportunities for new jobs, businesses and investments.”

Definition of
“Green”

In lieu of the term “green,” Pew used the synonymous term, “clean “to describe this evolving
technology. Pew’s definition of the term is as follows: “A clean energy economy generates
jobs, businesses and investments while expanding clean energy production, increasing
energy efficiency, reducing greenhouse gas emissions, waste and pollution, and conserving
water and other natural resources.”

Methodology

Analysis included counting “actual jobs, businesses and investments for each of the 50 states
and the District of Columbia.” Pew maintains that the numbers in their report are conservative
due to three reasons: (1) Adherence to a “stringent definition of the clean energy economy;”
(2) Only companies that could be verified as “being actively engaged in the clean energy
economy” were cited (3 )Pew “counted only companies and jobs on the supply side, not the
demand side, of the clean energy economy.”
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Note: Although there is no bibliography, there are references listed in the endnotes and
appendices.
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United States

Green Occupations
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Wind Turbine Technicians

Solar Panel Electricians/Installers
Fuel Cell Engineers

Electricians

Electrical Engineers

Plumbers

Plant Operators

Mechanics

Researchers

Chemists

Green Industries
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Energy Generation
Energy Transmission
Energy Storage
Energy Efficiency
Transportation
Manufacturing
Construction
Agriculture

Energy Production
Recycling
Finance/Investment
Research and Advocacy
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